
 

 

ONE-TONE 

Tote 
Handout 

 

Lined Lopsided Satchel — Handout 

 

Instructions: One-tone Tote 

Prepare bag pieces: 
1. If not done already, make pattern pieces and cut the fabric. 

a. Cut fabric: 
1. Tote Fabric – Cut 2 using lower fabric pattern (17” X 19” rectangle) 

2. Handles – Cut 2 using handle pattern (26” X 4” rectangle) 

Assemble Bag 

1. Make the bag:  
a. Join both 17” X 19” tote pieces by pinning right sides together along each 

side. Stitch using a ½" seam allowance; backstitch ends of the seam. 

 
 

VOCABULARY 

Right side of fabric: the side of the fabric that you want the world to see (outside of your tote). Sew with right 

sides together so the stitching will be on the inside of the finished project. 

Wrong side of fabric: the side of the fabric that you do not want seen (inside of your tote). The wrong side of 

the fabric may have a different appearance than the right side.    

Backstitching/backtack: stitch in reverse for a few stitches at the beginning and end of the seam. 
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b. Zigzag stitch or run a single line of straight stitching through both layers of the seam 
allowance, close to the edge to finish the seam allowance. Zigzag or straight stitch 
the seam allowance. Iron side seams.  

 
c. You now have attached the front and back of our bag.  

2.  
3. Make the Handles: (ignore if using webbing)  

a. Fold one handle piece in half along the long edge, right sides together. Pin 
and stitch using a ½” seam allowance. Backstitch both ends of the seam.  
Leave both ends of the handle open.  

b. Repeat step 2a for the other handle. 
 
c. Turn each handle right side out by attaching a safety pin to one end and 

pulling it through the tube.  

 

d. Press handles flat. 
 

4. Attach the Handles: (or webbing)  
    

a. Place one handle on the outside (right side of fabric) of a bag panel.  Align 
the handle ends with the top raw edge, 4” from each side.  Be certain that 
the handle is not twisted and that it faces downward. Pin both ends of the 
handle in place.  
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b. Sew a zigzag or straight stitch across the entire top 

edge, using a ½” seam allowance and backstitching.  
This secures the handle ends to the bag panel. 

c. Turn the panel so the wrong side of the fabric is facing 
up.  Fold over the top edge 1.5”, being careful that the 
handle is upright and straight. Pin and sew with a 
straight stitch 1/4” from the top edge.  Finally, zigzag or 
straight stitch the bottom edge of the fold. 

d. d. Repeat steps 3a-3c using the other handle and 
the other bag panel. Iron seams. 

 
 

5. Finish with Square Corners:  
a. Grab one of the bottom corners, pull the front fabric away from the back 

fabric, and fold it flat. Make the tip nice and pointy while centering the 
seamlines.  

b. Move a ruler up the point until it measures 3” (readjust if the seamline is 
not on the 1.5” mark). Mark with a pencil or pen. Sew a straight line with 
back tacks on the line. 
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c. Cut the extra fabric away, leaving a ½” seam allowance. Zigzag stitch or 
straight stitch the seam allowance.  

d. Repeat steps 5a-5c with the other corner. 

 
6. Turn and Press: 

a. Turn the bag right side out and iron. 

You are done! 
 

 

 


